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new negotiations if the French occupied Fez or impaired the
sovereignty of the Sultan. The French interpreted this as mean-
ing that Germany would require " compensation," and of their
own accord suggested that it might be found ia the French
Congo.
The British Government had looked on with some anxiety while
the French stirred these smouldering embers, but up to the end of
June the affair seemed to be running a normal course. The Germans
had not threatened or blustered as on previous occasions; they
were to all appearance sitting down methodically to turn the
situation to their advantage. Hard bargaining was reported from
Kissingen where M. Jules Cambon, the French Ambassador, and
Herr Kiderlen Waechter, the German Foreign Secretary, both
chanced to be taking a cure, and by the end of June it had so far
advanced that the French Ambassador started for Paris to lay the
results before his Government. He was in a cheerful and hopeful
frame of mind.
When he reached Paris he learnt from the newspapers that the
Germans had sent a warship to Agadir, a small port on the Atlantic
coast of Morocco. It was a very small ship, as the Germans afterwards
explained, but it carried the German flag, and according to the diplo-
matic code of the time its appearance there at that moment could
only be construed as a threat. The negotiations were on ground on
which the British were pledged to support the French, the place
chosen was a port on the Atlantic where the British Admiralty
least of all wished the Germans to be, the explanation offered that
the ship was intended to ensure the safety of German nationals
and German trading firms was manifestly untrue, since there
were no Germans in the neighbourhood and no trade of any
consequence, German or otherwise, was done from the port of
Agadir.
French and British concluded that they were faced with another
of the testing operations which from 1905 onwards the Germans had
practised on the Entente. The French saw themselves once again
faced with the choice of humiliation or war ; the British saw a claim
being pegged out for a German port on the Atlantic. Grey im-
mediately told the German Ambassador that he considered the
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